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Dear Families, 

We are very keen to promote a culture of reading within the school for very well documented reasons.  
Research strongly supports the idea that reading helps children engage in all curriculum areas. Here are some 

key findings: 

1. Improved Academic Performance: Studies have shown that students who read independently tend to 

perform better academically. They score higher on achievement tests across various subjects and have 

greater content knowledge1. 

2. Enhanced Comprehension Skills: Foundational reading skills, such as phonemic awareness, phonics, 

fluency, and comprehension, are crucial. These skills not only improve reading ability but also enhance 

understanding in other subjects2. 

3. Cross-Disciplinary Benefits: Integrating literacy instruction into all content areas enriches the 

curriculum. Students learn to use literacy for different purposes, which helps them understand and 

engage with material in subjects like science, math, and social studies3. 

4. Lifelong Learning: Encouraging reading from an early age fosters a love for learning. This habit can 

lead to continuous self-education and curiosity, benefiting students throughout their academic careers 

and beyond4. 

Early next year we look forward to opening the brand-new Library area in school. Please join us in encouraging 

reading and maybe help finding a book that might begin a positive change. I am reading Darragh Ennis’s new 

book (one of ITV’s Chasers) The body: 10 things you should know. Its fascinating, quite short and good fun to 

read. Perhaps a thought for a Christmas Gift?           

             Jim Taylor 

Headteacher 

 

Extra Curricular at Shrewsbury Academy 

 

Catering at Shrewsbury Academy 

Our catering team play an extremely important part in our students' day.  Shrewsbury Academy work collaboratively with 

the National Breakfast Programme to each student with free toast or bagels, should they wish to partake, free of charge, 

each day.  In addition, our catering provider work together with the school and the students to understand their 

preferences, whilst maintaining a healthy nutritional balance.   

We now have an additional dining area in the Shore, part of the Haughmond Building.  This enables our year 7 students 

to enjoy their dining experience in their own dedicated area of the school. 

 If you think your child could be entitled to free 

school meals, please follow the link to 

Shropshire Councils website: 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/free-school-

meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/ 

Many of our students benefit from this offer 

which entitles students to an amount of credit 

they can access every day to purchase snacks or 

a full meal.  

Lunch times are always a busy and positive 

social time for students, with many clubs and 

games running in addition in areas around the 

school. 

 

https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aasl/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol3/SLMR_IndependentReading_V3.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aasl/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol3/SLMR_IndependentReading_V3.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aasl/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol3/SLMR_IndependentReading_V3.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA134-23.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA134-23.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA134-23.html
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-to-work-literacy-instruction-into-all-content-areas
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-to-work-literacy-instruction-into-all-content-areas
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-to-work-literacy-instruction-into-all-content-areas
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/nrp/documents/report.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/nrp/documents/report.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/nrp/documents/report.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/nrp/documents/report.pdf
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Support Queries 

 
If you have concerns regarding a student's learning needs, would like to request additional support/advice please complete 

the internal SEND referral form and send it to the following email address: sendadmin@shr.mmat.co.uk. Our Student 

Support Department are now based in the Hub area of the Haughmond Building, taking advantage of their new amazing 

facilities, life skills cooking area, and outdoor learning spaces. The entrance is off East Crescent on the South side of the 

campus.   
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Shrewsbury Academy Spotlight – What is Autism and how does it impact learning? 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurodevelopmental condition that affects how individuals perceive and interact with 

the world. It is characterised by challenges in social interactions, communication, and repetitive behaviours. The term 

“spectrum” indicates the wide range of symptoms and severity that individuals with autism can experience. 

How Autism can affect Learning 

1. Social Skills: Autistic children may find it difficult to understand social cues, which can 

 impact their interactions with peers and teachers. 

2. Communication: Many autistic children face challenges with verbal and non-verbal 

communication, making it hard to express needs or understand instructions. 

3. Sensory Processing: Sensory sensitivities can make certain environments 

overwhelming, affecting concentration and participation. 

4. Information Processing: Autistic children might process information differently, often requiring more time to understand 

and respond. 

5. Anxiety: Higher levels of anxiety can interfere with learning by making it hard to focus and stay organised. 

Adapting Teaching Methods for Autistic Children 

1. Structured Environment: Clear routines and structured environments help autistic children feel secure and understand 

what to expect. 

2. Visual Supports: Using visual aids like schedules, charts, and picture cards can help autistic students understand and 

follow instructions. 

3. Incorporate Interests: Leveraging a child’s special interests can make learning more engaging and meaningful. 

4. Sensory Tools: Providing sensory tools like fidget toys or noise-cancelling headphones can help manage sensory 

sensitivities. 

5. Social Skills Training: Structured activities that promote social interaction can help develop these crucial skills. 

6. Clear and Simple Instructions: Keeping instructions short and clear can help autistic students understand and follow 

them more easily. 

7. Positive Reinforcement: Encouraging and rewarding positive behaviour can motivate autistic children and reinforce 

learning. 

By understanding the unique needs of autistic students and adapting teaching methods accordingly, our teachers can create 

a supportive and effective learning environment that helps these students thrive. 
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Next Steps – ASPIRATION 

Not everyone has that moment when they realise what they want to be or do 

in life. I remember feeling a little lost with this during my school days, as many 

of my friends where very clear with where they were going and what they 

wanted to do. It’s ok to be unsure, but one thing that we need to drive into 

our young people is to dream big. There is nothing that can’t be achieved with 

hard work. Many of our students go on to study at Shrewsbury College for 

both vocational and more traditional A level routes. Many have been and are 

being very successful. This week’s assemblies have focussed on this with clear 

messages around aspiration. I recently listened to a pod cast by Jimmy Carr. 

He says that many people are jealous of his successes but absolutely no one 

is jealous of the hard work it took to get him there. 

“Believe you can and you’re halfway there.” – Theodore Roosevelt 

 

mailto:%20sendadmin@shr.mmat.co.uk

